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Mike Lupica presents his NEW YORK TIMES bestselling series in paperback!Ben McBain is every

football team's dream player. He's a jack-of-all-trades guy that can handle almost any position.

When the game is on the line, Ben's number is the one being called for the final play. But Ben wants

to be the starting quarterback and the one thing standing in his way is the coach's son.Shawn

O'Brien looks the part. He has been groomed by his father, a former professional quarterback. But

despite his size and arm strength, Shawn is struggling.Ben is torn between being a good teammate

and going after his own dream. As Ben finds out, Shawn isn't the easiest person to help. And when

Ben gets an unexpected opportunity, the entire game will change for the both of them.Best-selling

author Mike Lupica kicks off a winning new series about sports and friendship that will captivate

readers.
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I'd come across Heat, one of Mike Lupica's earlier novels purely by chance. I'm not much of a

sports fan but the story of this young boy and his older brother trying to get by after the death of

their father was about much more than just baseball. Somehow, Lupica wove in the problems facing

a young illegal immigrant - the fear, the need to hide and the desire to fit in - into the story of this



amazing athlete who has a chance to bring his little league team to victory as long as he isn't outed

and deported first. It's hard to explain exactly, but after reading Heat, I started reading as much of

Mike Lupica's young adult novels that I could find. Needless to say, I was excited to review his latest

young adult novel, Game Changers.Like Heat, Game Changers introduces us to a hero so likable,

that you find yourself in his corner early in the book. Ben McBain is a born quarterback: he loves

football, he's understands the game, sees the entire field when he plays, he's quick, he's strong,

and he brings his teammates together. Unfortunately, Ben is also much smaller than the usual

quarterback, which means that few of the coaches or grownups see him as a natural for that

position. Instead of whining about his luck, Ben plays smarter and he works harder than everyone

else. Fortunately, he lives right next to a field which he and his three closest friends have dubbed

McBain Field for all the hours they've spent there over the years.The book opens with a new football

season starting. Ben McBain is better than ever and he's excited for tryouts. Their new coach

O'Brien is a superstar in his own right - he played for the NFL and cares about the kids.

Unfortunately for Ben, the coach's son Shawn O'Brien is trying out for quarterback too.
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